What they said about us 
Nick Ham.


I would like to report on Calderdale Group's Hebden Valleys Heritage, a 14/22 mile walk from Mytholmroyd (next door to Hebden Bridge) in which I and well over 200 others took part yesterday (Sat 6th Jan). I was not really surprised that they had a large turn-out, with it being the first event of the year and everyone being eager to commence the burn-off of the holiday's excesses, but I think even the organisers were taken by surprise. I heard that there were a lot of late entries of runners after a link was set up on a fell-runners' website. The whole event was extremely well organised, particularly in view of the large turn-out. The volunteers worked extremely hard and intensively.
On the day we were blessed with reasonable weather as the south of the country was being deluged by persistent rain. It was not particularly cold either (in fact mild enough for me to run the event in shorts). Although the mud underfoot was liquid, any moisture from above was light and intermittent; I even glimpsed a bit of blue sky a couple of times in the morning! The terrain was typically Calderdale - tough, with many sharp ups and downs to challenge the legs. The navigation was typically Calderdale as well - a plethora of paths to choose from, some inviting apparent blatant trespass as one took us under someone's carport and along their driveway, while another took us through a garden gate across the front gardens of a row of cottages past their front windows! Most disconcerting. The intricate navigation required avid following of the comprehensive route description. If the description was followed to the letter, you would not go wrong - honestly.
Checkpoint food ranged from jelly babies to festive stollen, malt loaf and beef dripping sandwiches(!) - just what you need to fuel you in the Calderdale hills on a cool winter's day. The food at the finish, much of which was prepared by Carole Engel's fair hands, was second to none. It included more stollen, baked potatoes with tuna or cheese toppings, homemade bolognese, homemade vegetarian stew, homemade apple crumble and custard, the world's best homemade chocolate cake (anyone who's tasted Carole's chocolate cake will know what I mean), ..... I could go on. With lashings of tea to wash these delights down, I enjoyed 3 hours of post-event chat and banter in this first LDWA reunion of 2007. Everyone must put a note in their diaries to do this event next year. After the sad demise of the Scarborough Rock, the Hebden Valleys Heritage, with its added challenge, takes pride of place as the must-do first event of the year.
I wish to put on record the very generous donation of all the proceeds of the badge sales for the Hebden Valleys Heritage walk on 6th January towards my sponsored running of the Western States 100 last June in aid of Christie's against Cancer. At the suggestion of Tony Wimbush, Calderdale group kindly agreed to make the donation to this cancer hospital and research institute, which treated me for testicular cancer in 2003 and which still monitors me on a regular basis. The final sum I raised through sponsorship from my employer, work colleagues, friends, family, walking and running friends was £2818.50. I have just heard that Calderdale Group will be adding at least £217 to that total (potentially more from additional badge sales after the total was counted). That £217 includes a donation of £100 from a generous soul at the HVH event. To that individual and to Calderdale Group I offer my sincere thanks and gratitude.

Huw Price 

You were right - I loved it! Sorry didn't catch up with you on the day but a BIG THANK YOU to you and all your team for a truly memorable day out!!! 

Clive Greatorex 

Many many thanks to you and all your helpers for putting on such a great event.
I thoroughly enjoyed it and what a feeling later running back the 1.5 miles home to find that my girlfriend had got our log burner roasting! Needless to say I didn't do much in the afternoon.
After our chat I thought that I'd look into the reason why there were not many local runners. 

I think that the main reasons are that there is a local fell race at Ovenden on the same day, but also there is the Todmorden score event (orienteering) on Sunday which can involve. up to about 20 odd miles over moorland with compass (think I only managed about 12 miles!). 

So I will try to mention it when I meet folk, although it did get mentions on the Fell Runners Forum. 

Anyway, many thanks again. See you next year. 

Jim Cox

First can I say how much I enjoyed the walk yesterday. Excellent route, food and organisation. 

Many thanks to you and your helpers. 

Philip Gwilliam 

Thanks very much to you and all the Group members for organising yesterday's event.  It was very good to encounter plenty of steep climbs early on in the year, mixed in with a friendly atmosphere and excellent food. 

Geoff Holburt 

The effort that both you and Alan put in over the weekend was tremendous and you are both unsung heroes. I and most others could not organise such an event from start to finish like this and it is a credit to the LDWA that we have such dedicated and hardworking people like you and Alan to put in all the effort. It was a really well run event and the comments I received confirmed this. The route was just right with nice ups and downs and some beautiful scenery and I think the event won back the Calderdale doubters. It was a very good idea to use upstairs as the changing area and leave downstairs for just the food. 

The food at the end was fantastic and your home cooking was much appreciated and was a nice change from some of the mundane stuff often served up. The comments you were getting were really nice and you do not get this often from most of the tired walkers and runners so well done. 

Carmel Keary

Thank you for a truly brilliant organised event  Saturday. It was evident that all your hard work had paid off by the comments of many fellow walkers that I met. The route description was the most accurate that I'd ever being given on an event and the food a buffet at each checkpoint, wonderful. 

Norman Corrin 

Can I just say how much I enjoyed the walk on Saturday. First time I've been up that way and the walking and scenery was superb. Up and down, then down and up and then up again! And unlike the concrete cows down here yours actually moved! 

You did a grand job for a first time event and I thoroughly enjoyed the day. We could have had a national committee sub-meeting whilst on the walk! 

Jo and Julian Brown

Just a quick note to say thanks very much to you and the Calderdale gang (plus the various others you'd got to help!) for the trot on Sat. 

Good route, good food and drink, good weather, good ,company. what more could you want! And glad you got plenty of entries - just hope it wasn't too many! 

Thanks once again and hope to see you soon, 

John Clay

All of my 20odd friends and family who competed really enjoyed your event and all said how well organized it was, and how much they had enjoyed the food at all the checkpoints and at hike headquarters - especially the crumble and custard which was an excellent idea!! There were also a lot of favorable comments about the route. Even my ever critical son (who is training for the Fellsman in May), and strolled around the long route with his girlfriend and a few friends thought it was an excellent event - praise indeed!! 

Phil Goodwin 

Well done on Saturday's event. 

I think it catered for everone's motives for doing a challenge event. In my case it seemed a good idea as it looked a tough walk to get a bit of fitness early in the year and it did turn out to be tough so it was satisfying. 

Also the short route option gives flexibility for people to change if the weather is extremely bad as well as catering for a lot of people as a first choice option. 

Most important of all eveyone was well looked after for food and drink. The chocolate cake was especially brilliant.  Hopefully the event will continue in the future 

Brian and Ann Winn

Congratulations!!! What a brilliant day it was, good route coupled with fantastic organisation which cumulated in a great atmosphere. everyone we spoke to expressed their pleasure. Thanks to you both and all your team of helpers. 
Richard Gough
Many thanks for organising the superb walk yesterday. One of the best in the LDWA calendar. It was a grand route with a very clear description, despite what some said on the day! 

Well done! 

