The Hebden - Current Route Situation
Wednesday 20th January 2010

Walked all the route again today.

The short route is now clear of snow and ice except for a small part down Jumble Hole Clough, after the steps and bridge at the top, where there is still some packed ice. We put salt down and with the continuing thaw expect most of it to have gone by Saturday. It was passable with care anyway.

There is a diversion on the canal tow path for a collapsed bank. The local residents are ignoring it and we continued on the tow path with no difficulty. 

In general the short route is firm to soft with small sections of mud into and out of Hardcastle Crags. Probably the route is as good as it could be in winter conditions.
The snow and ice has now gone on the long route except for a short stretch on the Calderdale Way after CP5. The landowner here wants us to cancel the section because he thinks it impassable due to drifting snow. It is a right of way and just passable as can be seen from the photos taken last Sunday. It is imperative we keep to the right of way in the walled track rather than trespassing on his fields. The thaw is expected to continue so the conditions should improve.

This side of the Calder valley is muddier than on the short route due to melting snow but it is comparable with earlier years.

There is no waymarking on the short route but several sections have red and white tape markings on the latter half of the long route in particular Erringdon Moor, Whams Wood and the diversion to by-pass Little Scout Farm ( not in route description).
See you all on Saturday.
Sunday 17th January 2010

Four of us left the start today to walk the second half of the route following the reverse of the short route along the canal to Eastwood. There has been a rapid thaw since the previous Wednesday resulting in the second half of the route now becoming passable subject to the comments below.

The thaw while generally improving most of the route has created a virtual skating rink along the canal towpath. Additionally there is an area where the path has collapsed into the canal although local residents are ignoring the diversion signs posted and continuing on the towpath. The compacted ice is by far the more dangerous and if conditions do not change we shall be advising entrants to continue on the road from CP3 at Eastwood to the finish at Mytholmroyd.
A similar icey situation applies to the track which runs from the start alongside the railway line although here there is room to walk on each side of the track.

We shall keep the above situations under review and issue a bulletin at the start.

The thaw has made the path along the Calderdale Way passable. The snow drifts have  reduced from five foot to four foot eleven inches but the good news is that the fields on the side of the track are free of drifts. The rest of the route is passable without difficulty although the ground is muddy in places but still fairly firm.

We shall waymark the track across Erringdon Moor, through Whams Wood and behind Little Scout Farm.

FOR THE BENEFIT OF ANY DOUBTERS WE INTEND TO RUN THE EVENT BOTH SHORT AND LONG ROUTES ON 23RD JANUARY.
We intend to walk the full route again on Wednesday 20th January

Wednesday 13th January 2010

Location of start- The start is in Mytholmroyd which is in the Calder valley and is at the lowest part of the route. The approach by car is from either Littleborough or Halifax driving along the Calder valley. The roads are clear of snow and public transport runs on the valley. You are advised not to approach the start from any other direction.

Car Parks-These are adjacent to the start and are on flat ground with very little snow on them so parking is not a problem.

The Route-Three of us left the start at 8.00am today to walk the full route. The footwear for two of us consisted of Gortex trainers with chains fitted and waterproof socks. The chains were not noticeable on our feet and were a great help in the conditions and are recommended. Examples can be viewed at:   http://www.autow.co.uk/snow_chains/shoe_chains_prices_253.html 
The first part of the route alongside the railway line to Brearley was on hard packed snow and ice and very slippery. The route then ascends up a narrow path which is fine underfoot and the higher you get the more snow there is which generally has been compacted by earlier walkers. There is some drifting after the house with the car port. The track which follows along the hillside is covered in snow but has had vehicles on it and does not provide an obstacle. The first taste of harder walking is up the fields towards the old mill and CP1. These had virgin snow on them with some drifting but it was not over-deep. Fields turned out to be the most difficult part of the route.
There are some further fields on the way down to Hardcastle Crags. The track down here, which is usually muddy, was probably easier in the snow than in the mud. The main drive up the valley in Hardcastle Crags to Gibsons Mill had light snow on it and the river walk had compacted snow on it but gave good walking conditions. The narrow path out of the valley had more snow on it as did the walled track up to CP2 but again the going was acceptable.
From CP2 the route goes along the Calderdale way with the snow becoming deeper but not difficult to traverse. The five fields up to Blackshaw Head were a different matter with virgin snow 6” deep. The steps down Jumble Hole Clough were tricky (and would become increasingly so as the event passes through) with the narrow path down towards CP3 having hard packed snow and ice on it towards the bottom but nevertheless, feeling secure underfoot. We arrived at CP3 at midday.
Conclusion – this part of the route was passable (with extra care needed and only to be expected in extreme winter conditions) and that we could run the short route over it provided there is no big dump of snow in the next 10 days. The access roads for the marshals to get to CP1, CP2, and CP3 are all open and clear of snow. We believe that the short route with the snow on it will be a good test of runners and walkers capability and provide conditions and scenery rarely available in a typical Calderdale winter. We all enjoyed the experience.
It started to snow as we left CP3. The path up the hillside out of the valley was initially acceptable to walk on but as we reached the top which was no longer protected by trees we started to encounter deep drifting and virgin snow. The going around Lodge Hill was particularly difficult and only just passable. We encountered drifting and deep snow all the way up to and along Dick’s Lane. This continued across Erringdon moor but now the difficulty became finding the path across to Broadhead Clough (we would flag this for the event).There then followed a lovely, amazingly picturesque walk down the Clough where the ground was protected by the trees. The condition of the track at the foot of the Clough confirmed to us that marshals would not be able to reach CP4. The conditions after CP4 were fairly consistent and caused us no problems, all the way to the steps up Green Bank. After here the way up the fields to CP5 became really arduous with deep snow and tired legs. Again it looked doubtful that marshals could reach CP5. 
We pressed on up towards the Calderdale Way which is where we encountered really deep drifting. It was not possible to see the gates on the walled track as you turn left as they were covered entirely by snow. We went a little further but the snow was level with the walls and impassable and we had no option but to abandon the route and go down to the road. By this time it was starting to get dark so we made our way back to Mytholmroyd by the shortest and easiest route arriving there at 5.30.
Conclusion-It is apparent to us that the 5 foot deep snowdrifts on the Calderdale Way will not have melted within the next 10 days. We have also not walked the last part of the route. We may be able to sort out a diversion and we shall look at this again and hope to have a further report by next Wednesday/Thursday. We are however running the short route on the 23rd.  
